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DOSH Update for Healthcare 

 New Chemical Hazard Communication rules 
 

 

 Adoption of Nursing and Residential Care 

National Emphasis Program 
 

 Report of death or hospitalization of an 

employee to DOSH 

 



Changes to Chemical 

Hazard Communication 



Globally Harmonized System (GHS) 

 

   to increase the quality and consistency of 

information provided to workers, 

employers and chemical users by 

adopting a standardized approach to 

hazard classification, labels and safety 

data sheets safety data sheets 
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 Manufacturers  
 create, distribute: 

Labels 
MSDS 

Repackagers, Formulators, 
Importers create, distribute: 

Labels 
MSDS 

 Retailers distribute: 

Labels 
MSDS 

 
 

 

  Shipper, Supplier,   
Distributor, distribute: 

 Labels 
 MSDS 

Employers with Workers 
Exposed – 

Maintain labels 
Create labels for 
  workplace containers 
Collect MSDS 
Train workers 
Written program 
 

     Healthcare 



DOSH Adoption of OSHA Standard 

 Standard to be filed December 18, 2012 
 

 Effective March 5, 2012 
 

 Staggered Implementation Dates 
 

 Identical to OSHA 



Unchanged Rule Requirements  

 Scope and exemptions 

 Written program 

 Workplace labeling requirement 

 MSDS distribution and availability in the 

workplace 

 Employee information and training 

 Trade secrets (except to include percentage) 

 



New for Manufacturers/Importers 

 

 Health Hazard Classification 

 

 Material Safety Data Sheets (SDS) 

 

 Labels on shipped chemical containers 



Safety Data Sheet (SDS) 



16 Sections for SDS  

1.  Identification                        9.  Physical and chemical properties 

2.  Hazards Identification        10. Stability and reactivity 

3.  Composition Information    11.  Toxicological  

4.  First aid measures              12. Ecological*   

5.  Fire Fighting measures       13.  Disposal* 

6.  Accidental release               14. Transportation* 

7.  Handling and storage          15.  Regulatory*     

8.  Exposures/PPE                   16. Other information  

   

   * non-mandatory for OSHA or L&I DOSH   

     

     

 



Label Elements 

 
 Product Identifier 

 Supplier Identification 

 Pictograms 

 Signal Word 

 Hazard Statement 

 Precautionary Statement 

– prevention 

– response 

– storage 

– disposal 







Label example 



Label example 



change?                        NO CHANGE 



change? NO CHANGE 



Change? 

 Container of Infectious Waste 

 

 

 Drums of caustic liquids 

 

 

 Containers of disinfectants 

 

 

No – not under CHC 

YES 

 

YES and NO 

 



Dates for compliance in Washington 

Who What By 

Employers train employees on new 

SDS and label elements 

 

June 1, 2014 

Manufacturers 

and importers  

comply with SDS and label 

requirements 

June 1, 2015  

Distributors not to ship unless container 

has GHS label 

 

December 1, 2015  

Employers 

 

update Hazard 

Communication program 

June 1, 2016  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Transition period 
 

 May comply with either rule until the 

requirements due date  
 

 May have both types of labels and SDSs 

for chemicals received 
 

 May replace MSDS with new SDS  
 

 May re-label workplace containers to be 

consistent with GHS 

 
 



Employer receives shipment of 

chemicals with pre-GHS labels and 

SDSs?  

  

 OK during transition period 

 

  After December 1, 2015, may report to 

   OSHA agency, recipient not liable for  

   violation  



New Codification 

Employer Hazard Communication  

WAC 296-800-170  

    and 
 

MSDS and Label Preparation,  

WAC 296-839,  
 

New chapter in March 2013: 
  

Hazard Communication,  

WAC 296-901-140  



DOSH Outreach – in progress 

 

 L&I consults for employers 
 
 

 Webpage with information and resources 
 
 

 Workshops for manufacturers and importers 

 



Resources 

 OSHA 

    http://www.osha.gov/dsg/hazcom/index.html 
 

 Labor and Industries/Chemical Hazard Communication  

http://www.lni.wa.gov/safety/topics/atoz/topic.asp?KWID=51 
 

 Rule Development 

http://www.lni.wa.gov/Safety/Rules/WhatsNew 
 

 Society for Chemical Hazard Communication 

http://www.schc.org 
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Questions? 



DOSH Adopts NEP for 

Nursing and Residential 

Care Facilities 



 Agency emphasis on serious hazards 

and high rates of injury and illness 

 

 Inspections 

 

 Outreach and assistance 



Nursing and Residential Care Facilities 

 Overexertions , ergonomic stressors 

 Slips, trips, falls 

 BBP 

 TB 

 MRSA 

 Workplace violence 

 Chemical hazard communication 



Nursing Home NEP Checklist 



Resources 

 
 Nursing and Residential Care Facilities 

http://www.lni.wa.gov/Safety/Topics/AtoZ/NursingFaci

lities/ 

 

 DOSH Directive 13.40 

http://www.lni.wa.gov/Safety/Rules/Policies/PDFs/DD

1340.pdf 

 

http://www.lni.wa.gov/Safety/Topics/AtoZ/NursingFacilities/
http://www.lni.wa.gov/Safety/Topics/AtoZ/NursingFacilities/
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Reporting Employee Death 

or Hospitalization to DOSH 



Report to DOSH 

 Death 
 

 Probable death 
 

 In-patient hospitalization 

– Emergent in-patient basis 

– Requiring overnight stay 
 

 Within 8 hours  of an incident 



Timelines 

 Within 8 hours of an incident, or within 8 hours 

of learning about it. 

 

 A death or hospitalization that happens within 

30 days of an incident  



Report the Following: 

– name of the establishment 
 

– location, time and date of the incident 
 

– number of fatalities, hospitalized 

employees, or pesticide exposures 
 

– contact person and phone number 
 

– a brief description of the incident. 

 

 



Method of Reporting 

 

 Call 1-800-423-7233 or visit or call an L&I 

office 

 

 Report all fatalities if on-the-clock  

at the time of the incident 
 



Resources 

 L&I Office Locations 

http://lni.wa.gov/Main/ContactInfo/OfficeLocations/ 
 

 Webpage for Reporting Fatality/Hospitalization 

    http://www.lni.wa.gov/Safety/Topics/AtoZ/ReportingFatality/ 
 

 WAC 296-800-32005 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=296-

800&full=true#296-800-32005 
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